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CONFIDENTIAL USBERLIN 2019 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, WB, UR, GW 

SUBJECT: SOVIET PROTEST ON MEETING OF LAENDER 
INTERIOR MINISTERS 

REF: USBERLIN 2007 

1. AS ENVISAGED PARA 2 REFTEL, BRITISH (CHAIRMAN) 

POLAD MET WITH SOVIET EMB COUNSELLOR KHOTULEV OCT 3 
TO FOLLOW UP ON STATEMENT ISSUED BY ACTING BRITISH 
PRESS OFFICER OCT 2. BY WAY OF CLARIFICATION, 

KHOTULEV SAID THAT IT HAD BEEN HIS UNDERSTANDING 
THAT ON-THE-SPOT ANSWER GIVEN BY FRENCH POLAD 
SEPT 22 HAD NOT BEEN MADE ON BEHALF OF ALL 
THREE ALLIES AND THAT COORDINATED RESPONSE WOULD 
BE FORTHCOMING LATER. BRITISH POLAD MADE IT CLEAR 
THAT NO FURTHER RESPONSE WAS TO BE EXPECTED, AND THAT 
WE CONSIDERED PRAVDA COMMENTARY INACCURATE IN 
REPORTING THAT ALLIES HAD NOT ANSWERED SOVIET 
COMPLAINT. KHOULEV EXPLAINED THAT PRAVDA ARTICLE 
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SUBJECT: 

2. BRITISH POLAD ALSO TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO REMIND 
KHOTULEV OF OUR ASSUMPTION THAT SOVIET-ALLIED 
COMMUNICATIONS WERE TO BE CONSIDERED CONFIDENTIAL 
AND TO NOTE THAT ADN REPORT OF SEPT 22 HAD BEEN 
REGRETTABLE. KHOTULEV AGREED THAT SUCH 
EXCHANGES SHOULD REMAIN CONFIDENTIAL AND EXPRESSED 
HOPE THAT IN FUTURE THERE WOULD BE NO NEED FOR 
DISCUSSIONS SUCH AS HE AND BRITISH POLAD WERE HAVING. GEORGE 
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